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STAFF 

At  31st  December,  1962 


Jointly  with  Roxburgh  County  Council  and  Small  Burgh 

Authorities 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — A.  F.  McCoubrey,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
Assistant  Medical  Officers — Joan  Campsie,  M.B.,  Ch.  B.,  D.P.H. 

M.  A.  Tait,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Jointly  with  Roxburgh  County  Council 

County  Sanitary  Inspector — A.  I.  Fraser. 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors — A.  McKinnon. 

J.  G.  Watson. 

R.  Morris. 

W.  N.  Sharp. 

Senior  Dental  Officer — Mrs  C.  E.  Grieve,  L.D.S. 

Assistant  Dental  Officers — Dr  H.  N.  Maclachlan,  L.D.S. 

Dr  J.  J.  Mann,  L.D.S. 

County  Nursing  Superintendent — Miss  D.  G.  Duncan. 

Milk  Officer — Miss  D.  Robertson. 

Small  Burgh  Authorities 

Galashiels — R.  G.  Bruce,  Burgh  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Selkirk — T.  Beattie,  F.I.A.A.,  Burgh  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Clerical 

Clerical  Staff  of  Health  Department  of  Roxburgh  County  Council. 
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To 


The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  and  the 
Convener  and  County  Councillors  of  the  County 
of  Selkirk 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Welfare  of  the  County  of  Selkirk  for  the  year  1962. 

I am  grateful  for  the  support  and  encouragement  of  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  throughout  the  year  and  I 
gladly  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  my  fellow  officials  and  the  general 
practitioners  in  the  County  for  their  help  and  co-operation  in  those 
spheres  where  our  interests  meet. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  F.  McCOUBREY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1962) 


Landward 



2,839 

Burghs — 

Galashiels 

12,262 

Selkirk  

5,640 

17,902 

20,741 

Births. — The  births  corrected  for  transfers 

were: 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Illegitimate 

Landward 

35 

22 

13 

1 

Burghs — 

Galashiels 

192 

112 

80 

4 

Selkirk 

74 

43 

3i 

3 

301 

177 

124 

8 

The  birth  rate  of  14-5  is  o-8  lower  than  the  figure  recorded  in  1961I 
The  rate  for  Scotland  was  20  -I  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Illegitimate  births  amounted  to  2-7  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

The  number  of  Still  Births  was  7 giving  a rate  of  23  per  1,000  tota. 
births  (including  still-births),  the  rate  for  Scotland  as  a whole  being  20. 

Marriages. — One  hundred  and  forty-eight  marriages  were  registered 
during  the  year,  giving  a marriage  rate  of  7-1  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  corrected  for  transfers  was  308,  of 
which  137  were  of  men  and  171  of  women.  The  death  rate  was  14-8 
per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rate  for  Scotland  was  12  2. 

The  numbers,  causes  and  age-groups  of  death  are  shown  in  the  tables 
on  pages  6 and  7. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of  children  aged  less 
than  one  year  was  5 of  whom  4 were  aged  less  than  four  weeks.  The 
infant  mortality  rate  was  17  per  1,000  live  births,  the  rate  for  Scotland 
being  27. 
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The  numbers,  causes  and  age-groups  of  infantile  deaths  are  shown 
in  the  following  table: 


Cause  of  Death 

No. 

of 

Deaths 

M. 

F. 

Death 

Rate 

per 

rooo 

Births 

Age  C 

rroups 

under  4 
weeks 

4 weeks 
-1  year 

Diarrhoea  (except  of  new- 
born)   

1 

1 

33 

1 

Congenital  malformations . . . 

1 

1 

— 

33 

1 

_ 

Other  diseases  peculiar  to 
early  infancy  and  im- 
maturity unqualified 

1 

1 

33 

1 

Birth  injuries,  post  natal 
asphyxia  and  atelectasis 

2 

1 

1 

6-6 

2 

— 

Totals 

5 

3 

2 

4 

1 

Death  rate  per  1,000  Births 

17 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  (SCOTLAND)  ACT  1947 
1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(1)  Ante-natal  and  post-natal  service. 

No  ante-natal  or  post-natal  clinics  are  provided  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

(2)  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Clinics  are  in  operation  at  Sime  Place,  Galashiels  (twice  weekly),  at 
Thomfield,  Selkirk  (weekly),  at  Heatherlie  Church  Hall,  Selkirk 
(fortnightly)  and  at  Wester  Langlee  School,  Galashiels.  Attendances 
during  the  year  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


No.  of 
clinics 
provided 
at  end 
of  year 

No.  of  children  attend- 
ing the  clinics  during 
year  and  who  on  the 
date  of  their  first  at- 
tendance were: 

Total  No.  of  attend- 
ances made  during 
year  by  children  who 
at  the  time  of  attend- 
ance were: 

(1) 

(2) 

Under  x 
year  of 
age 
(3) 

Over  1 
year  of 
age 

(4) 

Under  r 
year  of 
age 
(5) 

Over  1 
year  of 
age 
(6) 

Local  Health 
Authority  Clinics. 

4 

125 

68 

1915 

257 

Clinics  provided 
by  Voluntary 
Organisations  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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(3)  Mother  and  Baby  Homes — Nil. 


(4)  Day  Nurseries — Nil. 


Nurseries  provided  by  Firms  of  Manufacturers. 

Nil. 


(5)  Residential  Nurseries  and  Children’s  Homes  provided  as  part  of 
Authority’s  arrangements  under  Section  22  of  the  National  Health 
Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947 — Nil. 


(6)  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948. — Nil. 


2.  Midwifery. 

The  following  is  a statistical  record  of  the  work  carried  out  under 
Section  23  of  the  Act. 


(i)  Total  No.  of  births  occurring  in  the  area  during  year — that  is 
before  correction  for  mother’s  residence: 

Live  Births,  367  Still  Births,  2 Total,  369 


(ii)  Total  No.  of  births  in  (i)  occurring  in  institutions  (including 
private  maternity  homes),  363. 


(iii)  No.  of  births  in  (i)  occurring  at  home — Live,  6;  Still,  o;  Total 
6.  It  will  be  noted  that  98  per  cent,  of  all  births  in  the  area 
during  the  year  took  place  in  Institutions. 
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(iv ) No.  of  births  in  (iii)  classified  to  show  nature  of  attendance  at 
birth : 


Cases  dealt  with  under 
Section  23(2)  of  the 
National  Health 
Service  (Scotland) 
Act,  1947 

Other  domiciliary 
cases 

(I) 

Doctor  engaged 
g and  present 
'-'at  confinement 

Doctor  engaged 
uTand  not  present 
wat  confinement 

Midwife  alone 
4^  (no  doctor 
engaged) 

Doctor  and 
0 midwife 
engaged 

O 

O U 

S.  oq 
« bH 

til  .2  60 
£ to 

^ § s 
(6) 

8 

w-g 

§g 

£ 

(7) 

Total 

(8) 

(a)  Midwives  employ- 
ed by  the  Authority 
(including  those  en- 
gaged on  a fee-per- 
case  basis) 

6 

6 

(b)  Midwives  em- 
ployed by  Voluntary 
Organisations  under 
arrangements  made 
by  the  Authority 

(c)  Midwives  employ- 
ed by  Hospital 
Boards  of  Manage- 
ment under  arrange- 
ments made  by  the 
Authority  with  the 
Regional  Hospital 
Board 

(d)  Private  practising 
midwives  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(e)  Totals  

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

(v)  Medical  Aid. 

(a)  No.  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  during  the 
year  under  Section  14(2)  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act, 
1951,  by  a Midwife: 

Total 

(i)  for  Domiciliary  Cases 

(ii)  for  Institutional  Cases 
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(vi)  Administration  of  Analgesics 

(a)  No.  of  domiciliary  midwives  in  the  area  qualified 
to  administer  analgesia  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Scot- 
land (including  superintendents,  non-medical  super- 
visors of  midwives,  midwife  teachers,  midwives  em- 
ployed by  the  local  health  authority  and  by  volun- 
tary organisations,  private  practising  midwives,  and 
hospital  midwives  undertaking  domiciliary  cases 
under  arrangements  made  by  the  local  health 
authority  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  but  ex- 
cluding pupil  midwives  undergoing  training  in  the 
district)  


Total 


9 


(i)  No.  in  (a)  employed  on  local  health  authority  work  9 

(ii)  No.  in  (a)  not  employed  on  local  health  authority 

work  — 

(b)  No.  of  domiciliary  midwives  who  received  their  training 

during  the  year  — 

(c)  No.  of  sets  of  Apparatus  for  the  administration  of 


analgesia  in  use  in  the  area  at  3 1st  December,  1962  2 

(i)  No.  in  (c)  in  use  by  domiciliary  midwives  employed 
on  local  health  authority  work  (including  those  in 
use  by  hospital  midwives  undertaking  domiciliary 
cases)  2 


(ii)  No.  in  (c)  in  use  by  domiciliary  midwives  not  em- 
ployed on  local  health  authority  work  

(d)  No.  of  cases  in  which  analgesia  was  administered  by 
midwives  in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  (in- 
cluding cases  attended  by  hospital  midwives  under- 
taking domiciliary  cases): 

(i)  When  doctor  was  not  present  at  delivery  

(ii)  When  doctor  was  present  at  delivery 

(e)  No.  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was  administered  by  mid- 
wives in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  (including 
cases  attended  by  hospital  midwives  undertaking  domi- 
ciliary cases): — 

(i)  When  doctor  was  not  present  at  delivery 

(ii)  When  doctor  was  present  at  delivery 


(vii)  No.  of  Cars  in  use  by  midwives  at  31st  December,  1962  5 
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3.  Health  Visiting 

The  Health  Visiting  is  undertaken  by  the  district  nursing  sisters  who 
carry  out  combined  duties  in  their  respective  areas.  The  following 
figures  relate  to  health  visiting  during  the  year  (see  table  on  page  13). 


4.  Home  Nursing 

This  service  has  been  efficiently  maintained  during  the  year  by  the 
District  Nursing  Sisters. 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  the  District  Nursing  Sisters  — 708 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  these  cases  14,138 


5.  Domestic  Help 

The  Scheme  continues  to  work  satisfactorily  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  County  Welfare  Officer.  The  following  is  the  statistical  report 


on  the  working  of  the  Scheme  during  the  year: — 

(i)  No.  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  end  of  year  68 

(a)  whole-time — 

(b)  part-time  68 

(c)  retaining  fee  basis  — 

(ii)  No.  of  cases  for  which  Helps  were  provided  during  year  74 


(iii)  No.  of  cases  in  (ii)  provided  on  account  of  confinement: — 

(a)  at  home  — 

(b)  in  hospital — 

(iv)  No.  of  cases  in  (ii)  provided  on  account  of  chronic  sick  in- 
cluding aged  and  infirm  60 


6.  Domiciliary  Midwifery  and  Local  Health  Authority  Nursing 

Services 

Combined  duties  in  Midwifery,  Home  Nursing  and  Health  Visiting 
Services: — (see  table  on  page  14). 
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maternity 


Directly 
employed  by 
Local 
Health 
Authority 

Employed  by 
Voluntary 
Organisations 
including 
District 

Nursing  Assocs. 

No. 

holding 

Health 

Visitor 

Certificate 

Whole- 

time 

Part- 

time 

Whole- 

time 

Part- 

time 

Nurses  and  Midwives  on 
combined  duties  in  the 
Midwifery,  Home  Nur- 
sing and  Health  Visiting 
Services  employed  in 
the  following  categories: 

Superintendent  (or  Chief) 
Nursing  Officers 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Nurses  and  Midwives 
employed  on: 

Midwifery,  Health  Visit- 
ing and  Home  Nursing 
duties  

9 



- 

2 

Total  

ro 

— 

— 

— 

3 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

The  table  on  page  15  shows  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated  and 
immunised  during  the  year. 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

Tuberculosis 

Including  patients  receiving  Sanatorium  treatment,  there  were  at  the 
end  of  the  year  233  persons  resident  in  the  County  known  to  be  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis. 

Co-operation  with  the  Area  Tuberculosis  Physician  during  the  year 
has  been  maintained  with  regard  to  the  care  and  after-care  of  persons 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  domiciliary  nursing  visits  by  the 
District  Nursing  Sisters  have  continued  throughout  the  year. 

A grant  of  1 pint  of  milk  daily  was  made  to  all  patients  residing  at 
home  who  were  certified  by  the  Area  Tuberculosis  Physician  as  requiring 
it.  At  the  end  of  the  year  5 persons  were  receiving  free  milk. 

The  Housing  Authorities  in  the  area  continue  to  give  sympathetic 
consideration  to  applications  made  by,  or  on  behalf  of,  those  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis. 
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Number  who  have  completed  a full  course  of  primary  vaccination  or  immunisation  against 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Thirty-two  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  (excluding  Tuber- 
culosis) were  received  during  the  year,  of  which  five  cases  were  removed 


to  hospital,  as  follows: — 

Notified  Removed 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  I I 

Dysentery  30  4 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  1 — 


32  5 

ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT— PRE-SCHOOL  CHILDREN 
Specialist  Clinics 

91  children  were  examined  by  the  visiting  Consultant  Surgeon — 

Thornfield  Clinic,  Selkirk  27 

Sime  Place  Clinic,  Galashiels  64 

Hospital  Treatment 


(a)  Princess  Margaret  Rose  Hospital,  Fairmilehead,  Ed  nburgh — 


In  hospital  1st  January,  1962  — 

Number  of  admissions  2 

Number  of  discharges  2 

In  hospital  31st  December,  1962  — 

(b)  Peel  Hospital,  Clovenfords,  Galashiels — 

In  hospital  1st  January,  1962  — 

Number  of  admissions  1 

Number  of  discharged  1 

In  hospital  31st  December,  1962  — 

Classification  of  Hospital  Cases 

Exploration  of  calf  muscle  and  exploration  of  triceps  1 

Excision  of  the  2nd  metatarsal  ray  of  the  right  foot  1 

Overgrown  right  2nd  toe  1 

The  number  of  patient  days  was  73. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  outstanding  clauses  of  the  Mental  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  i960, 
came  into  force  on  1st  June,  1961  and  the  emphasis  is  now  gradually 
shifting  from  Institutional  care  to  community  care.  Compulsory 
treatment  is  now  only  resorted  to  when  no  other  course  can  be  followed 
in  the  interests  of  the  patient.  Selkirk  County  Council  has,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  new  Act,  submitted  its  scheme  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  approval.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been  appointed 
“Responsible  Medical  Officer”  and  the  County  Social  Welfare  Officer 
as  “Interim  Mental  Health  Officer.”  There  are  no  new  powers  conferred 
by  the  Act  upon  the  Local  Authority  but  each  Authority  is  expected  to 
develop  and  expand  its  functions  in  connection  with  the  care  of  the 
mentally  ill  in  the  community.  Those  patients  under  guardianship  at  the 
“appointed  day”  were  visited  by  the  Responsible  Medical  Officer  who  in 
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all  cases  recommended  continuance  of  guardianship.  The  necessary 
statutory  forms  have  been  completed  and  it  has  been  decided  that  the 
statutory  visits  to  such  patients  will  be  shared  by  the  Responsible  Medi- 
cal Officers  and  the  Mental  Health  Officers  (twice  yearly  by  each). 

In  addition,  domiciliary  visits  are  being  made  to  mentally  ill  and 
mentally  defective  patients  who  are  not  the  subject  of  detention  orders. 

The  Local  Branch  of  the  Scottish  Association  for  Mental  Health 
continues.  Dr  G.  M.  Bell  has  resigned  from  the  post  of  Chairman 
following  his  retirement  from  the  service.  His  successor  has  yet  to  be 
appointed.  The  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Local  Association  is  Mr  W. 
R.  Pringle,  Ministry  of  Labour  Office,  Galashiels.  Visit  ng  groups 
continue  their  good  work  at  the  hospital  at  Dingleton. 

Dr  Bailey,  Physician  Superintendent,  Gogarbum  Hospital,  is  the 
Consultant  on  Mental  Deficiency  in  the  area  and  conducts  regular  clinics 
and  domiciliary  visits.  There  are  still  cases  awaiting  suitable  residential 
accommodation  although  quite  a number  of  adult  defectives,  not 
certified,  are  in  residence  in  Eildon  View,  Galashiels.  (Part  III  Ac- 
commodation.) 

The  following  patients  were  officially  on  the  Council’s  Register  at 
31st  December,  1962 — 

Males  Females 


Boarded  out  with  private  guardians  4 2 

Boarded  out  in  Part  III  Accommodation  2 2 

Cases  on  licence  from  Hospitals  — 2 

Cases  from  Selkirk  County  detained  in  Hospitals 
for  mental  deficiency  13  13 


The  number  of  above  patients  residing  in  the  County  at  31st 
December,  1962,  was  11. 

The  Local  Authority  is  not  now  responsible  for  the  financial  main- 
tenance of  boarded-out  patients  but  continues  to  be  responsible  for  their 
supervision  and  welfare.  Close  co-operation  continues  between  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  the  Medical  Attendants,  the  Director  of 
Education  and  the  Social  Welfare  Officers  in  all  matters  affecting  mental 
health.  Special  emphasis  falls  upon  children  leaving  the  Education 
Committee’s  special  classes  and  the  Welfare  Officer  has  been  successful  in 
obtaining  employment  in  several  cases.  Others  who  are  unable  to  work 
attend  the  Special  Class  for  Handicapped,  at  Eildon  View  Home,  which 
is  supervised  by  volunteers  from  Meigle  Townswomen’s  Guild. 

St  Mary’s  Home,  Galashiels 

Registered  by  the  Secretary  of  State  as  a voluntary  hospital  and  owned 
by  the  Roman  Catholic  congregation  of  the  Poor  Servants,  staffed  by 
Sisters  of  Mercy,  fully  trained  and  dedicated  to  their  work  among  the 
high-grade  defective  girls.  There  are  80  girls  in  the  Home  at  31st 
December  including  1 under  15  years  of  age — 13  of  these  residents  are 
in  non-resident  full  employment  on  the  domestic  staff  of  local  hospitals 
(10  at  Peel,  1 at  Sanderson  Hospital,  2 at  Knowepark).  Dr  W.  K. 
Chalmers  is  still  the  official  Medical  Officer  and  visits  the  Home  re- 
gularly. The  official  position  of  each  girl  has  been  determined  in  terms 
of  the  new  Act. 
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Social  Centre,  Eildon  View,  Galashiels 

The  class  for  handicapped  persons  continues  twice  weekly  at  Eildon 
View,  Galashiels.  Eight  mentally  handicapped  persons  attend  regularly 
and  instruction  is  given  in  needlework,  leather-work,  basket-work,  etc. 

CHILDREN’S  HOMES 
“The  Priory,”  Ettrick  Road,  Selkirk 

Joint  Children’s  Home  administered  by  Joint  Management  Com- 
mittee from  the  County  Councils  of  Berwick  and  Selkirk.  Authorised 
accommodation,  30  beds.  During  the  year  to  15th  May,  1962,  there 
was  a daily  average  of  children  resident  of  28  9.  The  total  number  of 
children  dealt  with  during  this  period  was  91 . There  were  30  children 
in  the  House  at  31st  December,  1962.  Dr  E.  H.  Duff  is  still  the  super- 
visory Medical  Officer  and  visits  regularly.  The  staffing  position  is 
satisfactory. 

*’  Woodlands,”  Galashiels 

Children’s  Home  operated  by  the  Church  of  Scotland  Social  Sendees 
Committee.  Accommodates  children  of  all  ages.  Several  children 
have  now  left  school  but  continue  in  the  Home  and  are  in  employment. 
Mr  and  Mrs  Graham  Laing  continue  in  charge.  Bed  space  for  30 
children  which  is  generally  fully  occupied. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS— WELFARE  SERVICES 
(a)  Part  HI  Accommodation 
“Eildon  View,”  Galashiels 

Home  jointly  owned  by  Selkirk  and  Peebles  Counties.  At  31st 
December  there  were  actually  41  residents  in  the  Home  (two  hospital 
cases  in  the  Sick  Room).  Of  this  number  26  were  Selkirk  County 
residents.  The  authorised  bed  space  is  40  and  during  the  year  the 
extension  to  the  male  sitting-room  was  completed  and  virtually  doubles 
that  accommodation.  The  resulting  transformation  has  to  be  seen  to 
be  believed.  A similar  extension  for  the  women’s  sitting-room  is 
planned  and  it  is  hoped  will  be  carried  out  in  1963.  The  complete 
re-decoration  and  refurnishing  of  the  Home  is  steadily  proceeding. 
During  the  year  to  15th  May,  1962,  the  average  number  of  residents 
was  38.4  and  the  total  number  dealt  with  during  the  same  period  was  57. 
The  Superintendent,  Wm.  G.  Kennedy,  is  a fully  qualified  nurse. 

Boleside  House,  Galashiels 

This  Home  continues  to  be  fully  occupied.  The  authorised  bed 
space  is  22  but  by  utilising  a spare  staff  room  the  number  in  residence 
at  31st  December,  1962,  was  23.  Each  resident  has  his  or  her  own 
medical  attendant.  Miss  M.  Mitchell  is  Matron. 

Wellwood,  Selkirk 

Accommodation  30.  At  31st  December,  1962,  there  were  no  vacant 
beds.  There  is  a waiting  list  for  admission  to  the  Home.  The  Matron 
is  Mrs  M.  Blair  who  is  a fully  qualified  and  experienced  nurse 
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St  Margaret’s  Home,  Hawick 

As  at  31st  December,  1962,  Selkirk  County  Welfare  Department 
were  responsible  for  supplementation  of  board  in  respect  of  a single 
patient  although  a total  of  four  have  been  admitted  from  the  County 
during  the  year. 

Quarrier’s  Epileptic  Colony,  Bridge  of  Weir 

The  one  male  patient  from  Selkirk  County  was  at  the  request  of 
Dr  Davidson  transferred  on  trial  to  Eildon  View  where  he  has  settled 
down  well.  His  epilepsy  is  well  controlled  and  he  has  had  only  two 
major  attacks  since  coming  to  Galashiels. 

Windsor  Home,  Falkirk 

One  female  resident  whose  normal  residence  was  in  Selkirk  County  is 
accommodated  in  this  Local  Authority  Home  and  is  chargeable  to 
Selkirk  County. 

Davidson  House,  Colinton  Road,  Edinburgh 

One  male  resident  who  was  certified  fit  for  discharge  from  Knowepark 
Hospital  has  been  accommodated  in  this  Salvation  Army  Home. 

Temporary  Accommodation 

The  Council  continues  to  provide  temporary  accommodation  for  a 
man,  wife  and  four  children,  at  the  premises  formerly  used  as  a Shelter 
House  (63  Back  Row,  Selkirk).  The  re-housing  of  this  family  is  long 
overdue. 

HOMES  REGISTERED  WITH  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  IN 
TERMS  OF  SECTIONS  37-40  OF  THE  NATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Netherby  Eventide  Home,  Galashiels 

Established  and  administered  by  Church  of  Scotland  Social  Services 
Committee.  Local  administration  is  delegated  to  a voluntary  Committee. 
There  are  36  available  beds  fully  occupied  at  3 1st  December.  Following 
the  recent  increase  in  the  standard  rate  of  board  there  are  now  more 
residents  who  have  their  contributions  supplemented  by  Local  Welfare 
Departments.  At  31st  December,  1962,  Selkirk  County  was  responsible 
for  supplementation  in  11  cases  (6  men  and  5 women).  This  is  an 
excellent  Home.  Mr  and  Mrs  John  Blair  are  the  new  Superintendent 
and  Matron.  Mrs  Blair  is  a qualified  nurse. 

The  Lucy  Sanderson  Homes,  Galashiels 

Residential  Homes  for  old  people  with  preference  given  to  old  resi- 
denters  in  the  Burgh  of  Galashiels.  16  semi-detached  cottages  with 
modem  conveniences  suitable  for  couples  plus  4 single  flatlets,  of 
modem  design  with  their  own  private  entrance,  but  located  in  the 
administrative  block  are  provided.  There  is  a community  hall  and 
recreation  rooms.  The  whole  is  supervised  by  a Matron  As,  however, 
the  residents  are  expected  to  “do”  for  themselves  it  is  sometimes 
necessary  to  grant  the  services  of  a Home  Help. 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  HANDICAPPED  AND  DISABLED 
Blind 

The  Edinburgh  and  South-East  of  Scotland  Society  for  the  Welfare 
and  Teaching  of  the  Blind  continues  to  act  in  this  area  as  the  Council’s 
Agents  in  this  field  and  is  remunerated  on  a per  capita  basis.  The 
County  Welfare  Officer  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  both  serve  on  the 
Society’s  Executive  Committee.  At  31st  December  there  were  46 
persons  on  the  Council’s  Roll  of  registered  blind,  including  1 in  R.B.A. 
School,  1 in  the  Workshops  at  Gillespie  Crescent,  1 in  Linburn  (Ex- 
Service  Workshop)  and  1 a patient  in  Dingleton.  Miss  A.  Moonie  is 
the  teacher  and  home  visitor.  She  gives  instruction  in  reading  “Moon 
and  Braille”  types  and  also  teaches  homecrafts  where  appropriate. 
Under  the  Home  Workers  Scheme  the  Council  established  a blind 
basket-maker  in  his  own  business.  He  received  special  instruction 
in  the  making  and  repair  of  heavy  “skips”  used  in  the  mills  and  is  by 
hard  work  gradually  building  up  his  business.  Regular  socials  are 
held  in  Galashiels  to  which  the  blind  are  transported  by  voluntary 
drivers.  There  were  10  persons  on  the  partially-sighted  register. 

Deaf  and  Dumb 

The  Edinburgh  Deaf  and  Dumb  Benevolent  Society  provides  a 
welfare  service,  maintains  the  Register  and  acts  as  the  Council’s  Agent. 
A per  capita  fee  is  paid  by  the  Council  for  the  Sendee  at  the  rate  of  £4 
per  annum.  The  number  on  the  register  at  31st  December  was  11, 
the  majority  of  whom  are  at  present  in  normal  employment.  The 
Society  has  now  an  additional  welfare  officer. 

Physically  Disabled 

Mrs  Donald,  Boleside,  continues  to  give  her  services  as  voluntary 
occupational  therapist  and  in  addition  to  her  teaching  work  at  the 
Handicapped  Centre  at  Eildon  View  she  deals  with  several  domiciliary 
“home-bound”  cases.  Several  appliances  to  help  cripples  were  sup- 
plied during  the  year  including  one  “Fordham”  walking  aid. 

Handicapped  Centre,  Eildon  View,  Galashiels 

The  classes  are  held  twice  weekly  and  continue  to  be  well-attended. 
The  majority  of  members  are  young  mentally  handicapped  but  there 
are  also  a few  physically  handicapped  attending.  The  Meigle  Towns- 
women’s Guild  provide  supervisors  for  the  Class  on  a rota  system. 

Chiropody 

Responsible  authority  for  the  main  service  is  the  County  Branch  of  the 
British  Red  Cross  Society  but  the  cost  is  subsidised  by  the  County 
Council  Health  Committee.  The  demand  for  the  service  has  increased 
steadily  and  the  chiropodist  has  now  2 full-day  sessions  per  week  in 
Galashiels  and  one  full  day  in  Selkirk.  Domiciliary  treatment  is  given 
in  certain  cases  and  a voluntary  transport  system  has  been  organised 
to  bring  non-ambulant  cases  to  the  clinics.  Regular  sessions  are  now 


20 


being  held  at  all  the  Old  People’s  Homes — Boleside,  Eildon  View, 
Wellwood  and  Netherby.  The  chiropodist  is  paid  direct  by  the  Local 
Authority  Welfare  Committee  for  the  services  in  the  Homes. 

Meals  on  Wheels 

Delivered  daily  Monday  to  Friday  and  cooked  at  School  Meals 
Centre,  Galashiels.  Average  number  of  meals  supplied  daily  was  45. 
Total  number  sent  out  during  the  year  11,600.  Cost  to  recipient  1/2 
per  meal.  Most  of  the  recipients  are  aged. 

Social  Clubs 

Retired  Men’s  Clubs  continue  to  thrive.  The  membership  in 
Galashiels  is  over  80  and  in  Selkirk  over  70.  Galashiels  Club  meets  in 
lower  Town  Hall  by  courtesy  of  the  Town  Council.  The  Selkirk 
Club  still  have  the  use  of  the  British  Legion  premises  by  courtesy  of 
that  Club. 

Compulsory  Removals — Section  47 

No  compulsory  powers  used  during  the  year  although  several  cases 
required  persuasion. 

Care  of  Property — Section  48 

Several  cases  dealt  with  and  eventually  disposed  off  by  passing 
responsibility  to  the  relatives  or  legal  representatives. 

Burials — Section  50 

Several  cases  dealt  with  but  ultimate  responsibility  and  costs  passed 
to  legal  representatives. 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  REPORT 

Year  Ending  31st  July,  1962 


Examination  of  the  medical  records  of  school  entrants  showed  that 
91.4%  had  been  immunised  against  diphtheria  and  73%  vaccinated 
against  smallpox.  Both  these  figures  show  a decrease  from  last  year’s 
percentages. 

90.2%  of  school  entrants  had  been  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis; 
a total  of  3,197  children  have  received  three  vaccinations  and  a fourth 
vaccination,  limited  to  children  of  primary  school  age,  has  been  given  to 
2,302  children. 

Audiometricians  from  St  Giles  School  for  the  Hard  of  Hearing, 
carried  out  examinations  of  selected  age  groups  of  children  and  special 
examinations  of  those  who  showed  a continuing  hearing  loss.  The 
table  giving  details  of  the  work  done  shows  that  almost  7%  of  the  total 
school  population  had  some  hearing  defect. 

Table  III  shows  that  of  the  970  children  examined  almost  17%  had 
some  degree  of  defect.  This  figure  varies  throughout  the  country,  and 
the  latest  issue  of  Scottish  Health  Statistics  reveals  that  of  all  school 
children  examined  durmg  the  year  1960-61,  34.6%  had  some  defect. 

The  Speech  Therapy  Service  was  interrupted  during  the  year  because 
of  staff  resignations.  There  was  little  change  in  the  numbers  referred 
for  treatment  or  cases  treated,  but  the  numbers  of  attendances  for 
treatment  and  cases  discharged  was  greater  than  the  previous  year. 

321  children  aged  13+  were  mantoux  tested.  Of  that  number  251 
were  found  suitable  for  vaccination  with  B.C.G.  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  all  had  been  vaccinated. 

List  of  Staff  as  at  31st  July,  1962 

Chief  School  Medical  Officer — Dr  A.  F.  McCoubrey,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

D.P.H. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer — Dr  M.  A.  Tait,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officer — Dr  Joan  Campsie,  M-B.,  Ch.B., 

D.P.H. 

Senior  Dental  Officer — Mrs  C.  E.  Grieve,  L.D.S. 

Area  Dental  Officer — Dr  H.  N.  Maclachlan,  L.D.S. 

Dental  Nurse — Miss  E.  P.  Henderson. 

School  Nurses 

County  Superintendent — Miss  D.  G.  Duncan. 

Galashiels — Misses  M.  F.  Bathgate,  J.  B,  Scott,  E.  Farmer,  A. 

Georgeson  and  J.  Pirrie. 

Selkirk — Misses  Cheyne  and  Morrice. 

Landward  Area — Misses  M.  Galloway  and  B.  King. 
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General  Statistics 


Population  of  the  area  (estimated  to  June,  1961)  20,812 

Number  of  Schools: 

(a)  Primary  (under  Education  Authority) 18 

(b)  Secondary  (under  Education  Authority)  2 

(c)  (1)  Special  Schools  — 

(2)  Special  Classes  in  ordinary  schools  2 

Number  of  Children  on  the  Registers,  i.e.,  for  whole 

area  3,321 

Number  of  Children  in  average  attendance  3,1 19  (94%) 


Table  I 

Total  number  of  children  examined  at  schools: 

Systematic  Other  Systematic 
(A)  Examinations  Examinations 


Entrants — No  previous  routine  inspection 

294 

21 

Second  Age  Group — Born  1952  

229 

12 

Third  Age  Group — Born  1948 

352 

— 

Fourth  Age  Group — Born  1945 

62 

— 

Total 

937 

33 

Other 

(B)  Examinations 

Pupils  Born  in  1954  (Vision  and  Hearing  only)  281 

Special  Cases  61 

Re-inspections  53 


395 


Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  Systematic  Examina- 
tions who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring  treatment  (excluding 
uncleanliness  and  dental  caries): 


Entrants  18 

Second  Age  Group  46 

Third  Age  Group  30 

Fourth  Age  Group  — 

1954 — Vision  and  Hearing 11 


105 
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STATISTICS  OF  CONDITIONS  FOUND  AT  SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 
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Table  II — Continued 
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Table  H — Continued 
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Table  II — Continued 
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SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 
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(a)  Number  of  Children.  (b)  Percentage  of  children  examined  in  this  group. 


Table  IV 

Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Age  in  the  Area 


Disability 

At 

ordinary 

schools 

At 

special 
schools  or 
classes 

At  no 
school  or 
Institu- 
tion 

Total 

I.  Blind 

. 

__ 

_ 

___ 

No  vision  in  one  eye 

2.  Partially  sighted: 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in  which 
the  curriculum  of  an  ordin- 
ary school  would  adversely 

7 

1 

8 

affect  the  eye  condition  

(b)  Other  conditions  of  the 
eye,  e.g.,  cataract,  ulcer- 
ation, etc.,  which  render 
the  child  unable  to  read 
ordinary  school  books  or 
to  see  well  enough  to  be 
taught  in  an  ordinary 

• 

school 

3.  Deaf: 

3 

1 

4 

Grade  I 

151 

— 

— 

I5i 

Grade  I la  

68 

— 

— 

68 

Grade  II 

12 

— 

— 

12 

Grade  III 

4.  Defective  Speech: 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation  re- 
quiring special  educational 

3 

3 

measures  

(b)  Stammering  requiring 

special  educational  mea- 

215 

5 

220 

sures 

5.  Mentally  defective: 

(Children  between  5-16  years) 
(a)  Educable  (I.Q.  approx. 

29 

29 

50-70) 

(b)  Ineducable  (I.Q.  generally 

3 

15 

18 

less  than  50) 

6.  Epilepsy: 

5 

4 

9 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional 

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for  care  in 

9 

9 

a residential  school) 

7.  Physically  defective: 

(Children  between  5-16  years) 
(a)  Non-pulmonary  tuber- 

culosis (excluding  cervical 

glands)  

(b)  General  Orthopaedic  con- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ditions 

842 

— 

— 

842 

(c)  Organic  heart  disease 

9 

— 

— 

9 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill-health  .... 

18 

r 

' 1 “ 

19 

29 


Table  IV — Continued 


Disability 

At 

ordinary 

schools 

At  special 
schools  or 
classes 

At  no 
school  or 
Institution 

Total 

8.  Multiple  defects: 

(i)  Mentally  defective  (in- 
educable) and  physically 
defective  (“General  orth- 
opaedic conditions”)  

2 

2 

(ii)  Mentally  defective  (in- 
educable) and  epilepsy 
(mild)  

(iii)  Mentally  defective  (in- 
educable) and  epilepsy 
(severe)  

(iv)  Mentally  defective  (in- 
educable) and  blind 

_ 

___ 

(v)  Mentally  defective  (edu- 
cable)  and  physically  de- 
fective (“General  ortho- 
paedic conditions”) 

(vi)  Mentally  defective  (edu- 
cable)  and  epilepsy  (mild) 

1 

1 

(vii)  Mentally  defective  (edu- 
cable)  and  epilepsy 

(severe)  

1 

r 

(viii)  Mentally  defective  (edu- 
cable)  and  physically  de- 
fective (“other  causes  of 
ill  health”)  

1 

1 

(ix)  Mentally  defective  (edu- 
cable)  and  deaf  

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

(x)  Mentally  defective  (edu- 
cable)  and  blind 

_ 

_ 

(xi)  Other  multiple  defects  

— 

1 

1 

2 

AVERAGE  HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS 


Number  Examined 

Average 

Age 

(Yrs.)  (Mths.) 

Height 

(ins.) 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

Entrants 

Boys  

166 

5 

10 

42-88 

4425 

Girls 

128 

5 

3 

428s 

4338 

Second  Age-Group 

Boys 

in 

9 

5 

51-62 

65-21 

Girls 

118 

9 

4 

51-62 

6315 

Third  Age-Group 

Boys  

163 

13 

7 

6289 

101-78 

Girls 

189 

13 

7 

64-59 

104  40 

Fourth  Age-Group 

Boys  

30 

16 

8 

68-64 

146-99 

Girls 

32 

16 

8 

63-63 

12608 

30 


ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT 


The  scheme  provides  for  the  treatment  of  school  children  suffering 
from  orthopaedic  defects  who  have  been  recommended  for  treatment 
by  the  school  medical  officers  or  general  practitioners. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Mr  George 
Pollock,  F.R.C.S.,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr  T.  B.  Whiston,  F.R.C.S.(Ed.), 


Peel  Hospital,  acted  as  consultants  and  clinics  are  held  fortnightly  at 
either  Thornfield,  Selkirk,  or  Sime  Place,  Galashiels. 

School  children  on  active  treatment  register  at  1st  Aug.,  1961  881 

School  children  on  active  treatment  register  at  31st  July,  1962  842 

Distribution  of  Cases — 

Galashiels 

Selkirk 

At  1st  Aug.,  1961 

553 

328 

At  31st  July,  1962 

532 

310 

Record  of  Consultant  Clinics- 

No.  of  Clinics 

No.  of  Children 

Centre 

held 

examined 

Thornfield  Clinic,  Selkirk 

8 

177 

Sime  Place  Clinic,  Galashiels 

8 

158 

Record  of  attendances  at  treatment  clinics — 

Month 

Clinic 

Home  Visits 

1961  August 

— 

3 

September  

1164 

5 

October 

1180 

6 

November 

1198 

5 

December 

1193 

6 

1962  January 

1201 

7 

February 

1208 

6 

March 

1203 

5 

April 

421 

3 

May 

1228 

11 

June 

1220 

9 

July  

270 

3 

Institutional  Treatment — 

P.M.R.  Hospital 

In  residence  1st  Aug.,  1961 

7 

Admissions  

15 

Discharges  

22 

In  residence  31st  July,  1962 

— 

No.  of  patient  days 

968 

3i 


Classification  of  Hospital  Cases — 

P.M.R.  Hospital 

Accessory  navicular  I 

Bilateral  hallux  valgus  i 

Claw  feet  i 

Cocking  up  of  the  right  little  toe  I 

Deformity  of  the  left  little  finger  I 

Freiberg’s  Disease  I 

Hip  deformity  I 

Inverted  foot  .....  i 

Leg  Lengthening  3 

McBride’s  operation 1 

Mallet  deformities  of  both  2nd  toes  and  valgus  deformities  of  the 

I.P.  joints  of  both  great  toes  1 

Observation  1 

Osteo-chondroma  of  the  distal  metaphysis  right  femur  1 

Perthes  Disease  1 

Spastic  flat  foot  1 

Tight  plantar  fasciae  3 

Varus  deformity  of  both  4th  toes  1 

Wedge  osteotomy  of  the  right  calcaneus  1 

Excision  of  the  calcaneo-navicular  bar  1 

Torticollis  1 

SPEECH  DEFECTS 

Other 

Stammering  Defects 

Total  number  of  Cases  continued  from  1960-61 — 

School  25  156 

Pre-School  — 2 

Total  25  158 

Cases  referred — 

School  2 101 

Pre-School  — 3 

Total  2 104 

Total  cases  treated — 

At  ordinary  school  29  215 

At  special  schools  or  classes  — — 

At  no  school  or  institution  — 5 

Pre-School  — — 

Total  29  220 

Attendances — 

School  607  4,240 

Pre-School  ....  ....  — 91 

Total  ...  607  4,331 
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Other 

Stammering  Defects 


Cases  discharged — 

School  15  124 

Pre-School  — — 

Total  15  124 

Total  cases  to  be  continued  to  1962-63 — 

School  14  91 

Pre-School  — 5 

Total  14  96 


The  figures  given  are  those  supplied  by  the  Speech  Therapist  who 
only  served  for  part  of  the  year. 


CHILD  GUIDANCE  SERVICE 
Session  1961-62 

Referrals — 

New  cases  referred  during  Session  1961-62  57 

Waiting  fist  of  new  cases  carried  forward  from  Session 

1960-61  21 

New  cases  examined  during  Session  1961-62  49 

Cases  not  seen  for  various  reasons  1 

Waiting  fist  of  new  cases  carried  forward  to  Session  1962-63  28 

Reviews — 

Waiting  list  of  cases  for  Review  and  Treatment  carried 
forward  from  Session  1960-61  70 

Number  of  cases  reviewed  during  Session  1961-62  98 

Waiting  list  of  cases  for  Review  and  Treatment  carried 

forward  to  Session  1962-63  87 

Ascertainment — 

Cases  recommended  for  Ascertainment  for  Special  Schools 
(M.H.)  3 

Case  Work 

Number  of  individual  intelligence  tests,  standardised  educa- 
tional tests,  other  psychological  examinations  and  treat- 
ment interviews  367 

Parent  interviews  31 

Discussions  with  teachers  re  cases  200 

Reports — 

Reports  and  correspondence  on  cases  119 
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Section  II — Details  of  Treatment — 


School 

Routine 

(1) 

Special 

and 

emergency 

(2) 

Total 
Columns 
1 and  2 

(3) 

(a)  Fillings — 

(i)  Permanent  teeth 

832 

3 

835 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth 

44 

44 

(b)  Extractions  (not  including  orthodontic) 

(i)  Permanent  teeth 

ro6 

7 

113 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth  

106 

15 

121 

Administrations  of  general  anaesthetic  

27 

2 

29 

Other  operations — Permanent  teeth 

i,5C4 

26 

J'53° 

Deciduous  teeth 

298 

l6 

3i4 

Dentures — Partial 

8 

— 

8 

Full 

I 



1 

Repairs  to  Dentures 

3 

— 

3 

Radiographs — No.  of  exposures  (not  in- 

eluding  orthodontic) 

8 

' 

8 

Section  HI — Orthodontic  Treatment — 

Number  of  cases  continued  from  previous  year  62 

New  cases  15 

Cases  completed  24 

Cases  discontinued  4 

Cases  continuing  at  end  of  year  49 

Attendances  for  treatment  181 

Number  of  consultations  with  R.H.B.  orthodontist  4 


R.H.B. 

Orthodontist 

Number  of  diagnostic  examinations  (not  followed  by 


treatment)  61 

Number  of  cases  treated — 

(a)  without  appliances  — 

(b)  with  removable  appliances  16 

(c)  with  fixed  appliances  — 

Number  of  extractions  (non-carious) — 

(i)  Permanent  teeth  18 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth  41 

Repairs  to  orthodontic  appliances  1 

Intra-oral  5 

Radiographs — Number  of  exposures — Extra-oral  1 1 


Section  IV — Staff  in  Post — 

(See  School  Medical  Report  for  the  County  of  Roxburgh.) 
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Section  V — Allocation  of  time — Dental 

Estimated  number  of  half-days  occupied  in — Surgeons 

Inspection  21 

Dental  Health  Education  — 

Treatment  (other  than  orthodontic)  385 

Orthodontic  treatment  16 

Administration  — 

Absence  due  to  illness  — 

Total  422 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN 

Two  girls  and  seventy-seven  boys  were  examined  with  a view  to  being 
passed  as  fit  to  undertake  certain  forms  of  part-time  employment  under 
the  Council’s  Byelaws.  Certificates  were  granted  in  each  case. 

EYE  CLINIC 

The  following  figures  relate  to  treatment  carried  out  at  the  Eye 


Clinic  from  September,  1961  to  July,  1962. 

Galashiels  Selkirk 

Number  of  Clinics  held  20  1 1 

Number  of  cases  examined  100  64 

Number  of  cases  for  which  glasses  were  pre- 
scribed   42  27 

MEDICAL  TREATMENT 
Minor  Ailments  treated  at  School  Clinics 

1.  Cuts,  bruises  and  other  minor  injuries  190 

2.  Diseases  of  the  ear  2 

3.  Diseases  of  the  eye  3 

4.  Diseases  of  the  skin — 

Ringworm  (scalp)  2 

Ringworm  (body)  — 

Scabies 7 

Impetigo  4 

Warts  104 

5.  Treatment  for  Verminous  Infestation 30 

6.  Bums  and  Scalds  3 

7.  U.V.R.  Treatments  295 

8.  Others  70 


Total  710 

Number  of  school  children  visited  during  the  year  by  school  nurses  89 
Total  number  of  visits  paid  271 


AUDIOMETRIC  TESTING— SESSION  1961-62 

1,119  children  were  tested,  242  were  re-tested,  making  a total  of  1,361 
tests  performed.  With  24  testing  days  this  gives  an  average  of  46.6 
children  dealt  with  per  testing  day,  and  56.7  tests  per  testing  day. 
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The  following  information  regarding  improvements  relating  to  health, 

sanitary  and  safety  conditions  in  Schools  has  been  supplied  by  the 

Master  of  Works. 

Knowepark  School — Phase  II  completed.  Four  classrooms  modern- 
ised and  new  cloaks,  etc.,  built. 

Balmoral  School — Right-hand  wing  of  two  classrooms,  cloaks  and 
toilets,  etc.,  decorated  and  passage  floor  tiled. 

Selkirk  High  School — Six  classrooms  decorated.  Hot  water  in- 
stalled to  sink  in  Art  Room. 

Ashkirk  School — Floor  to  entrance  hall  and  cloaks  tiled. 

Philiphaugh  School — Hall  decorated. 
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COUNTY  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S 

REPORT 


To 

The  Scottish  Home  and  Health  Department  and  the 
Convener  and  County  Councillors  of  the  County  of 

Selkirk 

Annual  Report — 1962 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1962. 

The  report  has  been  compiled  having  regard  to  the  requirements  of 
S.H.H.D.  Circular  133/62  and,  in  submitting  it,  I am  conscious  of,  and 
wish  to  record,  the  unfailing  support  and  encouragement  afforded  me  by 
members  of  the  County  Council. 

To  my  fellow  officials  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance  I am  also 
most  grateful  and  to  the  staff,  both  technical  and  administrative,  for  so 
conscientiously  carrying  out  their  duties  throughout  the  year,  I express 
my  gratitude. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  I.  FRASER, 

County  Sanitary  Inspector . 
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PART  I— INTRODUCTION 


Of  the  new  Acts  appearing  on  the  Statute  Book  for  the  first  time  during 
1962  probably  the  most  important,  from  a public  health  viewpoint,  were 
the  Factories  Act,  1961  and  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1962,  which  came 
into  operation  on  1st  April  and  3rd  July  respectively.  Reference  to 
these  Acts  is  contained  in  the  appropriate  sections  of  this  report. 

In  the  field  of  public  cleansing  new  arrangements  for  the  collection  of 
household  refuse  came  into  force  on  21st  May.  Further  details  of  this 
new  service  which  is  arranged  and  supervised  by  he  County  Road 
Surveyor,  are  included  in  the  appropriate  section  of  the  report. 

A good  deal  of  time  was  again  devoted  to  administering  the  appro- 
priate sections  of  the  various  Housing  Acts  and,  as  formerly,  reports  were 
submitted  on  applications  for  Improvement  and  Standard  Grants. 

A good  deal  of  time,  too,  was  spent  on  the  administration  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  and  if,  in  this  sphere,  progress  towards  the  ultimate 
goal  of  100  per  cent  compliance  with  the  Regulations  was  steady  rather 
than  spectacular,  this  is  not  altogether  surprising  bearing  in  mind  that 
efforts  were  concentrated,  in  the  main,  on  the  poorer  types  of  premises 
where  improvements  are  costly. 

Contrary  to  the  trend  in  several  counties,  the  number  of  registered 
milk  producers  in  Selkirkshire  remained  as  for  the  previous  year. 

High  on  the  list  of  the  more  important  duties  undertaken  by  the  de- 
partment is  meat  inspection  and  in  this  connection  it  is  gratifying  to  be 
able  to  record  100  per  cent  inspection  of  all  carcases  and  offal  sub- 
sequently retailed  for  human  consumption. 


PART  II— PUBLIC  SERVICES 

Drainage: 

1.  Special  Drainage  Districts 

The  number  of  drainage  districts  in  the  landward  area  of  the  county 
remains  at  4. 

The  County  Road  Surveyor  is  responsible  for  the  supervision  and 
general  maintenance  of  sewers  and  sewage  purification  works  in  the 
special  districts  and  I know  of  no  instance,  during  the  year,  when  any 
of  the  systems  gave  rise  to  a nuisance  condition. 

2.  Public  Conveniences 

There  are  still  no  conveniences  available  for  the  use  of  the  public  in 
any  part  of  the  landward  area  of  the  county  and  this  is  a matter  to  which, 
with  the  ever  increasing  number  of  holiday  makers  and  day  trippers 
visiting  the  area,  the  attention  of  the  appropriate  Committee  might  be 
given. 

3.  Public  Cleansing 

Selkirkshire  Special  Scavenging  District 

As  mentioned  in  the  introduction  to  this  report  the  former  scavenging 
arrangements  in  the  county  were  superseded,  as  from  21st  May,  by  the 
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introduction  of  a direct  labour  scavenging  scheme  which  provided 
weekly  and  fortnightly  collections  of  household  refuse  as  follows — 


(a)  Weekly 

Sunderland  Hall  North  Lodge 

Yair  House  area 

Fairnilee 

Caddonfoot 

Ashiestiel 

Peel  Hospital  area 

The  Nest 

Clovenfords 

Boleside 

Ettrickhaugh  Road,  Selkirk 
Yarrow  Road  to  the  junction  with 

B.7039 

General’s  Bridge  area 
Bowhill  (including  Newark  area 
and  Weatherhouse) 


Collections 

Carterhaugh 

Carterhaugh  Road 

Philiphaugh 

Thirladean 

Ravensheugh 

Philipburn  area 

Ovenscloss 

Sunderland  Hall  Estate 
Lindean  Smithy 
Lindean  area 
Lindean  Mill 
Bridgelands 
Goslawdales 


(b)  Fortnightly  Collection 


Hartwoodbum  Road 
Howden 

Ettrick  Road  to  Colin’s  Bridge 
Yarrow  Road  from  Philiphaugh 
West  Lodge  to  Tibbieshiels 
Gordon  Arms  Hotel 
Hartleap  Road 
Ramsaycleuch 


Ettrick  Manse 
Crosslee 

Inner  Huntly  Cottages 
Hartwoodmyrcs 
Ashkirk 
Hawick  Road 
Birkwood  Entries 
Greenhill  Road 


In  the  press  notices  intimating  the  commencement  of  the  service  it 
was  made  clear  that  refuse  for  collection  must  be  placed  in  regulation 
bins  fitted  with  lids  and  two  handles,  the  bins  to  be  placed  on  the  road- 
side by  7 a.m.  on  the  day  of  collection. 

It  was  intimated,  further,  that,  as  a general  guide,  one  bin  should  be 
used  for  each  household  and  not  more  than  four  bins  for  an  hotel. 

As  stated  in  last  year’s  report  the  scavenging  vehicle  is  housed  at  the 
County  yard  and  the  scheme,  generally,  is  under  the  control  of  the 
County  Road  Surveyor. 

The  rate  for  the  service  was  fixed,  for  the  financial  year  1962-63,  at 
2/-  in  the  £. 


Scavenging — Laidlawstiel : 

An  offer  by  Peebles  County  Council  to  continue  the  collection  of 
household  refuse  in  the  above  area  for  a further  year  at  a cost  of  8/4 
per  collection  was  accepted. 

4.  Disposal  of  Refuse 

Consideration  was  given  during  the  year  to  zoning  additional  areas  of 
ground  as  refuse  tips  with  a view,  particularly,  to  obviating  double 
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journeys  to  and  from  the  existing  tip  at  Greenhill  and  it  is  expected  the 
necessary  authority  will  be  given  to  bring  some,  if  not  all,  of  the  proposed 
sites  into  operation  in  1963. 

5.  Water  Supplies 

(a)  Clovenfords 

An  offer  by  Galashiels  Town  Council  to  supply  filtered  water  to  the 
village  of  Clovenfords  was  still  under  discussion  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  village  has  drawn  unfiltered  water  from  Galashiels  for  some  time. 

(b)  Sampling 

The  routine  sampling  of  public  water  supplies  and  the  sampling  of 
private  supplies,  either  on  request  or  on  specific  occasions,  including 
particularly  the  erection  of  a new  house  or  the  improvement  of  an 
existing  one  with  the  aid  of  a discretionary  grant,  continued  to  form  part 
of  the  duties  of  this  department.  The  department  was  also  called  upon, 
on  a number  of  occasions,  to  advise  on  measures  to  improve  the  quality 
of  doubtful  and  unsatisfactory  supplies. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  samples  taken  in  course  of  the 
year — 


Samples  Taken 

Results 

Bacterio- 

Supply 

Chemical 

logical 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Good 

Fair 

Bad 

Good 

Fair 

Bad 

Public 

4 

6 

3 

I 



2 



4 

Private 

6 

57 

6 

— 

— 

24 

7 

26 

Copies  of  chemical  and  bacteriological  reports  on  samples  taken  from 
the  various  public  water  supplies  were,  as  formerly,  passed  to  the  County 
Road  Surveyor,  who  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance  and  control  of 
these  supplies. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  table  of  results  that  the  quality  of  the  public 
supplies,  bacteriologically,  was  not  always  satisfactory  and  to  this  matter 
the  County  Road  Surveyor  and  his  staff  directed  their  attention. 

(c)  Byelaws  for  the  Prevention  of  Pollution  of  Water  Supplies 

The  above  Byelaws  were  confirmed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  and  came 
into  operation  during  the  year. 

PART  in— HOUSING 

1.  New  Legislation: 

Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1962 

Probably  the  most  important  piece  of  housing  legislation  to  appear  on 
the  Statute  Book  in  1962  was  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1962. 

The  Act  came  into  operation  on  3rd  July  and  its  more  important 
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provisions  are  dealt  with  in  some  detail  in  Circulars  Nos.  5/1962  and 
1 1 ' 1962  issued  by  the  Scottish  Development  Department. 

Briefly  these  includes — 

(i)  Unfit  Houses 

A completely  new  section  governs  the  making  of  demolition  orders 
and  closing  orders,  by  virtue  of  which  it  is  no  longer  necessary  for  the 
local  authority,  before  making  a demolition  order  or  closing  order,  to 
serve  a “time  and  place”  notice  on  an  owner.  This  means,  in  effect, 
that  on  being  satisfied  that  a house  is  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
incapable  of  being  made  fit  at  reasonable  cost,  the  local  authority  must 
proceed  directly  to  make  and  serve  a demolition  order,  or  closing  order 
as  appropriate.  The  owner,  however,  has  still  the  opportunity  of  offering 
to  a local  authority  an  undertaking  to  make  the  house  fit  for  human 
habitation  or  not  to  use  it  until  it  is  made  fit.  If  the  order  on  a house  is 
a closing  order  the  undertaking  must  be  to  the  effect  that,  within  a 
specified  period,  it  will  be  made  fit.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  order  is  a 
demolition  order  the  undertaking  may  either  be  as  stated  in  the  previous 
sentence  or  it  may  be  to  the  effect  that  it  will  not  be  used  for  human 
habitation  until  it  is  made  fit. 

An  undertaking  may  be  given  within  21  days  of  the  service  of  a de- 
molition order  or  a clos  ng  order  or  within  a longer  period  if  the  local 
authority  so  determines. 

If  the  local  authority  accepts  an  undertaking  it  must  suspend  the 
demolition  order  or  closing  order  by  means  of  a suspension  order.  This 
order  replacing  an  undertaking  that  a house  will  not  be  used  for  human 
habitation  until  it  is  made  fit  is  effective,  in  the  first  instance,  for  1 year. 
It  may  be  renewed,  however,  if  the  local  authority  so  determines. 

If  no  undertaking  is  given  and  no  appeal  is  lodged  the  demolition 
order  or  closing  order  becomes  effective  21  days  after  it  has  been  served. 

(ii)  Standard  of  Unfitness 

A new  section  replaces  Section  184(2)  in  the  1950  Act  and  gives 
guidance  as  to  what  is  meant  by  “unfit  for  human  habitation.”  The 
section  is  not  intended,  however,  to  be  a specific  definition  of  unfitness. 

(iii)  Improvement  Grants 

One  of  the  more  important  changes  in  the  improvement  grants  section 
of  the  Act  is  the  provision  which  raises  the  permitted  annual  increase  in 
rent  from  8%  to  1 2 1%  of  the  cost  borne  by  the  owner  of  approved  works 
of  improvement. 

The  Oil  Heaters  Regulations,  1962 

These  Regulations,  which  came  into  force  on  1st  June,  prescribe 
certain  standards  of  construction,  design  and  performance  with  which  all 
unflued  domestic  oil  heaters  manufactured  after  that  date  and  sold  or 
held  for  the  purposes  of  selling  must  comply. 
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2.  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950 — Part  II: 

Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1952: 

Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954 — Part  I: 

The  County  Council’s  proposals  for  dealing  with  unfit  houses  during 
the  three  year  period  ending  31st  December,  1964  were  approved  by 
the  Department  of  Health. 

Details  of  the  proposals  are  included  in  the  undemoted  statement — 

(i)  Number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  which  are  to  be 
demolished  or  closed — 

(a)  In  clearance  areas  under  Part  3 of  the  Housing  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1950  — 

(b)  Under  Section  9 of  the  Hous'ng  (Scotland)  Act,  1950  16 

(c)  Otherwise  — 

(d)  In  the  course  of  dealing  with  areas  of  comprehensive 

development  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
(Scotland)  Act,  1947  — 

Total  Unfit  Houses  to  be  closed  or  demolished  16 

(ii)  Number  of  new  houses  required  to  rehouse  families  dis- 

placed as  a result  of  action  taken  under  (i)  above  — 

The  proprietors  of  14  unoccupied  houses  of  the  16  referred  to  at 
(i)  (b)  in  the  statement,  were  asked  to  give  undertakings  that  the  houses 
would  not  be  re-let  for  human  habitation,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
necessary  undertakings  had  been  received. 

The  remaining  2 houses  are  owner/occupied  and,  in  both  cases, 
undertakings  were  received  to  the  effect  that  they  would  not  be  re-let 
for  human  habitation  when  they  become  vacant. 

3.  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950 — Part  VH  (as  amended): 

(a)  Improvement  (Discretionary)  Grants 

Five  applications,  two  fewer  than  last  year,  were  received  for  dis- 
cretionary grants  towards  the  cost  of  modernising  houses. 

Specific  details  of  the  number  of  applications  dealt  with,  the  sizes  of 
the  houses  improved  or  converted  and  the  total  amount  recommended 
for  payment  by  way  of  grants  are  included  in  the  undemoted  table — 


Appli- 

cations 

Site  Visits, 
meetings 
with 

Architects, 

etc. 

Houses  Involved 

Estimated 

Cost 

of  Works 

Amount 
Paid 
by  way 
of  Grants 

lodged 

appd. 

Apartments 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5 + 

5 

5 

19 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

£10,158  15  0 

£2,387  it  4 

(b)  Application  for  Supplementary  Improvement  Grant 

One  application  was  received  for  a supplementary  grant  towards  the 
cost  of  some  additional  improvements  to  a house  in  respect  of  which  an 
improvement  grant  of  £113  7s  4d  was  approved  in  1961. 

The  application  was  successful,  an  additional  sum  of  £19  19s  4d 
being  recommended  for  payment. 
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(c)  General 

As  has  been  stated  in  the  opening  paragraph  to  this  part  of  the  report> 
there  were  fewer  applications  for  improvement  grants  in  1962  than  in 
the  previous  year. 

This  downward  trend  appears  to  be  a national  rather  than  a local 
phenomenon,  being  more  noticeable  in  areas  in  which  large  numbers  of 
grants  are  applied  for.  It  is  suggested  there  may  be  a number  of  reasons 
for  this. 

In  the  first  place,  as  has  been  stated  in  previous  reports,  the  larger 
property  owners  in  the  area,  by  making  use  of  the  improvement  grant 
provisions  since  the  inception  of  the  County  Council’s  scheme,  have  all 
but  completed  their  housing  programmes.  Secondly,  and  this  applied 
particularly  to  improvement  grants,  the  maximum  amount  payable  by 
way  of  grant  (£400)  has  not  kept  pace  with  rising  building  costs  and  is 
now,  it  is  suggested,  quite  unrealistic. 

4.  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959 — Part  III: 

Standard  Grants 

As  in  1961  only  one  application  for  a standard  grant  was  lodged.  The 
application  referred  to  the  installat  on  of  the  undernoted  “standard 
amenities”  within  a house  and  payment  of  a maximum  grant  of  £140 
was  approved — 

(i)  Bath. 

(ii)  Wash-hand  basin. 

(in)  W.C. 

(iv)  Ventilated  larder. 

The  grant  offered  included  a percentage  of  the  reasonable  cost  of 
extending  the  existing  hot  water  supply  to  serve  the  new  sanitary 
facilities. 

5.  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1952 — Section  3: 

Provision  of  New  Houses  for  Agricultural  Workers 

No  applications  in  terms  of  the  above  legislation  were  received. 

6.  Building  Byelaws: 

(a)  Applications  Approved 

26  applications  for  permission  to  undertake  works  in  terms  of  the 
Building  Byelaws  were  lodged.  All  were  exammed  and  finally  ap- 
proved, unconditionally  or  conditionally. 

The  undernoted  table  gives  more  specific  details — 

(i)  Erection  of  new  houses  2 (4) 

(ii)  Alterations  to  existing  houses  16  (18) 

(iii)  Erection  of  buildings  other  than  for  human  habitation  7 (6) 

(iv)  Alterations  to  buildings  other  than  for  human 

habitation  1(1) 


Totals  26  (29) 

Note — Figures  in  parentheses  are  those  for  1961. 
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(b)  Applications  Refused 

No  applications  were  finally  refused.  As  formerly,  however,  a number 
of  plans  had  to  be  adjusted  to  comply  with  the  Building  Byelaws. 

(c)  Contraventions 

In  the  course  of  routine  visits  to  properties  being  altered  with  the  aid 
of  grant  or  simply  in  terms  of  the  Byelaws  no  contraventions  of  approved 
plans  were  noted. 

7.  Drain  Tests: 

The  department  was  called  upon  to  test  several  hundred  yards  of  4 in- 
diameter  drain  pipes. 

All  tests  were  finally  successful. 

8.  New  Houses: 

Certificates  of  Occupation 

One  certificate  was  issued  in  respect  of  a new  house  which,  on  final 
examination,  was  found  to  have  been  built  in  accordance  with  approved 
plans  and  specifications  and  was  considered,  in  the  circumstances,  to  be 
fit,  in  all  respects  for  human  habitation. 

9.  Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954 — Part  II: 

Rent  Act,  1957 
Certificates  of  Disrepair 

No  applications  were  lodged,  in  terms  of  the  above  Acts,  for  Certi- 
ficates of  Disrepair. 

10.  Local  Authority  Housing: 

1962  Programme 

No  local  authority  houses  were  built  in  1962. 

11.  Private  Enterprise  Housing: 

Houses  Completed  or  Under  Construction  at  31/12/62 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  houses  built  for  private  occupation 
or  under  construction  for  the  same  purpose  at  the  end  of  the  year — 


Size  of  House 

Traditional 

Non-Traditional 

Total 

2 

3 

4 
< 

2 

I 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— 

12.  Temporary  Dwellings: 

(a)  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960 

Only  one  site  is  licensed  in  terms  of  the  above  Act. 

The  site  was  visited  on  more  than  one  occasion  during  the  summer 
months  and  at  no  time  did  it  appear  to  be  other  than  well  controlled. 
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(b)  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  Byelaws 

One  application  in  terms  of  the  above  Byelaws  was  received.  The 
applicant  requested  permission  to  occupy  a caravan  at  week-ends  only 
throughout  the  holiday  season  and  as  it  appeared  that  adequate  arrange- 
ments could  be  made  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Byelaws, 
requirements  I may  say,  that  are  far  from  onerous,  approval  of  the 
application  was  recommended. 

13.  Building  (Scotland)  Act,  1959: 

Appointment  of  Master  of  Works 

A decision  on  the  appointment  of  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  as 
Master  of  Works  for  the  landward  area  of  the  county  in  terms  of  Section 
21  of  the  above  Act  was  continued  pending  the  County  Council  as- 
certaining the  action  proposed  to  be  taken  in  this  matter  by  Roxburgh 
County  Council  and  the  Burghs  of  Selkirk  and  Galashiels. 
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PART  V— FOOD 

1.  New  Legislation: 

Included  in  a number  of  new  Regulations  coming  into  operation,  for 
the  first  time  in  1962,  were  the  following: 

(i)  The  Food  and  Drugs  (Legal  Proceedings)  (Scotland)  Regulations- 

(ii)  The  Preservatives  in  Food  (Scotland)  Regulations. 

The  effect  of  the  Regulations  at  (i)  above  is  to  amend  a series  of  Food 
Regulations,  which  appear  in  the  Schedule  to  the  Regulations,  by 
applying  specifically  certain  sections  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland) 
Act,  1956,  which  relate  to  legal  proceedings,  to  proceedings  for  an 
offence  against  these  regulations. 

The  Regulations  at  (ii)  above,  on  the  other  hand,  re-enact,  with 
certain  amendments,  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food) 
(Scotland)  Regulations,  1925  to  1958.  Their  main  effect  is  to  increase 
the  number  of  permitted  preservatives  and  of  the  foods  which  may 
contain  them,  and  to  allow  in  any  foodstuffs  not  more  than  five  parts 
per  million  of  formaldehyde  derived  solely  from  resin  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  wet  strength  wrapping  papers  or  of  plastic  food  con- 
tainers or  utensils. 

Any  food  certified  by  a public  analyst  as  containing  any  preservative 
not  permitted  by  the  Regulations  may  be  treated  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 
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2.  The  Food  Hygiene  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1959: 

Inspection  of  Premises 

A considerable  amount  of  time  was  again  devoted  to  the  inspection  of 
food  premises  and,  in  so  far  as  the  hard  core  of  recalcitrant  traders  were 
being  dealt  with  in  the  main,  steady,  rather  than  spectacular  progress 
was  made  to  wards  the  goal  of  roo  per  cent  compliance  with  the  terms  of 
the  Regulations.  That  progress  was  maintained,  however,  is  obvious 
from  the  number  of  improvements  undertaken  during  the  year.  Several 
requests  for  advice  in  laying  out  and  equipping  new  premises  were 
received  and  this  work  is  particularly  interesting  and  gratifying. 

In  this  area  there  is  close  liaison  between  the  small  burghs  and  the 
County  Council  so  that  no  new  premises  come  into  use  without  this 
department  being  made  aware  of  the  fact. 

It  occurs  to  me,  however,  it  might  just  be  possible,  in  areas  where 
liaison  is  not  so  close,  for  premises  to  be  opened  for  the  sale  of  foodstuffs 
without  the  administrative  authority  knowing  anything  about  it.  This, 
in  certain  circumstances,  could  be  slightly  awkward.  Might  it  not  be 
advisable,  therefore,  to  consider  amending  registration  requiring  persons 
opening  food  premises  to  advise  the  local  authority  beforehand?  This 
happens,  at  the  present  time,  in  the  case  of  dairy  premises. 

The  Regulations  have  been  on  the  Statute  Book  for  just  over  three 
years  now  and  it  is  for  consideration,  also,  whether  the  impetus  or 
stimulus  needed  to  bring  the  small  minority  of  less  co-operative  traders 
into  line  could  be  provided  by  registration.  Obviously,  it  would  be 
impracticable  to  suggest  that  all  poor  premises  should  be  registered 
immediately.  On  the  other  hand,  there  would  appear  to  be  no  good 
reason  why,  after  a period  of  grace,  say  three  or  even  five  years,  all  food 
traders  should  not  be  required  to  have  their  premises  registered. 

It  would  be  inappropriate  to  terminate  this  part  of  the  report  without 
paying  tribute  to  all  the  food  traders  who  so  readily  co-operated  with 
the  department  in  carrying  out  the  duties  under  the  Regulations. 
Without  this  co-operation,  which  is  gladly  acknowledged,  little  or  no 
progress  could  have  been  made. 

In  addition  to  routine  visits  of  inspection  by  this  department’s  in- 
spectors the  great  majority  of  butchers  and  bakers  premises  in  the 
Burghs  of  Selkirk  and  Galashiels  were  the  subject  of  a special  visit  by 
one  of  the  Scottish  Home  and  Health  Department’s  Food  and  Dairy- 
Officers  who  found  the  general  standard  of  hygiene  to  be  fairly  uniform 
and  satisfactory. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Officer  was  accompanied  on  his  visits  by  the 
County  Sanitary  Inspector  who,  subsequently,  wrote  to  the  four  traders 
whose  premises  did  not  comply,  in  all  respects,  with  the  structural 
requirements  of  the  Regulations,  requesting  that  they  take  immediate 
steps  to  expedite  completion  of  the  outstanding  works. 

Follow  up  visits  were  made  to  the  structurally  unsatisfactory  pre- 
mises and,  in  more  than  one  instance,  works  of  improvement  were 
either  contemplated  or  in  progress. 
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3-  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 — Section  2: 

Sale  of  Food  not  of  Nature,  Substance  or  Quality  Demanded 

A complaint  was  received  from  the  Headmaster  of  a school  in  an 
adjoining  county  to  the  effect  that  a 5-pint  milk  bottle,  delivered  to  the 
school  by  a creamery  in  this  county,  contained,  in  addition  to  the  milk, 
an  aluminium  foil  cap. 

The  complaint  was  referred  immediately  to  the  creamery  manager 
who  apologised  most  sincerely  for  any  inconvenience  caused  and  in  a 
subsequent  letter  stated — 

“We  do  assure  you  that  every  possible  precaution  is  taken.  We 
have  a double  check  at  the  unloading  platform  where  all  visible  caps 
and  straws  are  removed  and  at  the  washing  machine  when  the  bottles 
are  placed  on  the  conveyor.” 

It  was  agreed  following  consideration  of  the  manager’s  letter  and  his 
obvious  anxiety  to  do  everything  possible  to  avoid  complaints  of  this 
nature  in  future  that  the  matter  should  be  taken  no  further. 

A further  complaint  that  tomatoes  retailed  by  a firm  in  Galashiels 
were  unfit  for  human  consumption  was,  also,  taken  up  with  the  retailer 
who  wrote  to  the  complainant  apologising  for  the  trouble  caused  and 
offering  goods  to  the  value. 


4.  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 — Section  6(1): 

No  offences  in  terms  of  the  above  section  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
were  noted  during  the  year. 


5.  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 — Sections  8-1 1: 
Unsound  Food 

No  foodstuffs  were  seized  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


6.  General: 

Food  Standards  Committee 
Meat  Pies 

The  County  Sanitary  Inspector  was  asked  to  comment  on  five 
questions  on  which  the  Food  Standards  Committee  was  taking  oral 
evidence  in  connection  with  their  report  of  Meat  Pies  which  will  be 
published,  it  is  anticipated,  in  1963. 


7.  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 — Sections  28-34: 

(i)  Sampling 

Included  in  the  following  table  are  details  of  all  informal  and  formal 
samples  taken,  together  with  information  as  to  the  number  found,  on 
examination  by  the  Public  Analyst,  to  be  non-genuine — 
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No.  of  Simples 

No.  of 

Non-Genuine  Samples 

Article 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Coffee 

Dried  and  Pre- 

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

served  Fruit 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream 
Jams,  Jellies  and 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Fruit  Curds  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Pastes 

— 

I 

1 

— 

. 

— 

Milk  

2 

29 

3i 

— 

— 

— 

Mince 

Sausages  and  Sau- 

5 

1 

6 

— 

— 

— 

sage  Meat 

9 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Snirits 

15 

— 

15 

— 

— 

— 

Table  Jellies 
Tomato  Ketchup 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

and  Sauces 
Other  Articles  in- 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

eluding  Drugs 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

31 

45 

76 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 — Section  22: 
Notifications  of  Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported. 

9.  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations, 

1925-58: 

The  Preservatives  in  Food  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1962 

The  undernoted  table  gives  details  of  the  14  samples  taken  in  terms 
of  the  above  Regulations — 


Article  Sampled 

Number  of  Samples 
Formal  Informal  Total 

Number  of  Samples 
Complying  Failing 

Mince 

Sausages 

5 

9 

— 

5 

9 

5 

9 

— 

Total 

14 

— 

14 

14 

— 

10.  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956: 

The  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953 

No  contravention  of  the  terms  of  the  above  Order  were  noted. 


11.  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 — Section  13: 

Proposed  Food  (Preparation  and  Distribution  of  Meat) 
(Scotland)  Regulations 

A memorandum  from  the  Scottish  Home  and  Health  Department 
containing  proposals  for  regulations  governing  the  construction  of 
slaughterhouses  and  meat  markets,  hygienic  practices  at  all  stages  on 
the  handling  of  meat  up  to  its  arrival  at  trade  premises,  and  the  transport 
of  meat  was  circulated  for  comments  by  interested  parties  and  organisa- 
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tions.  It  is  intended  that  the  regulations  which,  generally,  appear 
to  be  satisfactory,  would  come  into  operation  six  months  after  they  are 
made  except  for  certain  structural  provisions  relating  to  slaughterhouses 
which  would  come  into  effect  three  years  after  the  date  of  making. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

1.  New  Legislation: 

The  Milk  (Great  Britain)  Order,  1962 

The  above  Order,  which  came  into  operation  on  2nd  September, 

(a)  increased  generally  by  §d  per  pint  the  maximum  prices  of  milk  on 
sale  throughout  the  country;  and 

(b)  prescribed  in  the  case  of  sales  of  milk  in  Scotland  maximum  prices 
for  Channel  Islands  milk. 

The  new  maximum  prices  for  the  various  designations  are  as  follows — 
Channel  Islands  Milk  ioid  per  pint 

Certified  Milk  iod  per  pint 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  9d  per  pint 

Pasteurised  Milk  8|d  per  pint 

2.  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914: 

Registration  of  Dairy  Premises 

One  “Vendo”  milk  vending  machine  was  registered  in  terms  of  Section 
7 of  the  above  Act.  This  doubled  the  number  of  machines  in  operation. 
The  machines,  which  are  in  service  24  hours  per  day,  7 days  a week 
appear  to  be  well  patronised,  especially  during  the  holiday  season,  and 
it  is  not  unlikely  that  further  requests  to  instal  similar  machines  will  be 
received  in  future. 

At  31st  December  the  number  of  producers  on  the  dairy  register  was 
16.  This  is  the  same  number  as  at  31st  December,  1961. 

3.  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Order,  1951: 

Licences  to  use  Special  Designations  (Producers  and  Heat 

Treatment) 

The  following  table  summarises  the  action  taken  in  terms  of  Parts  ID 
III  and  IV  of  the  above  Order.  It  includes,  also  details  of  the  number 
of  designated  licences  held  at  31st  December,  1962 — 


Designation 

Licences 
held  at 
31/12/61 

New 
Licences 
granted 
in  1962 

Licences 

sus- 

pended 

Licences 

revoked 

No.  of 
Licences 
dis- 
continued 
for  other 
reasons 

Licences 
held  at 
31/12/62 

Certified  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Pasteurised 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Sterilised  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5i 


4-  Inspection  of  Registered  Dairy  Premises  and  Pasteurising 
Depots: 

(i)  Designated  Premises 

Regular  visits  were  paid  to  the  16  registered  dairies  in  the  county. 
Conditions  at  the  times  of  the  visits  were,  generally,  satisfactory. 


(ii)  Non-Designated  Premises 

There  are  no  non-designated  premises. 


(iii)  Pasteurising  Depot 

The  practice,  first  introduced  some  three  to  four  years  ago,  of  in- 
specting the  pasteurising  depot  on  at  least  one  occasion  per  month  was 
continued. 

The  inspections  were  carried  out  with  the  utmost  co-operation  of  the 
creamery  manager  and  his  staff,  whose  willingness  to  dismantle  the  plant 
for  inspection  as  well  as  to  accept  and  take  immediate  steps  to  rectify 
any  minor  faults  noted,  is  acknowledged. 

As  may  be  seen  in  a later  section  of  this  part  of  the  report,  of  12 
samples  taken  during  the  year  from  the  creamery  none  failed  to  comply 
with  the  statutory  requirements  for  pasteurised  milk.  This  indicates 
a high  standard  of  care  and  maintenance. 


(iv)  Milk  Shops 

The  sale  by  retail  of  quantities  of  “Certified,”  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
and  “Pasteurised”  milk  continued,  more  or  less,  on  the  same  scale  as  in 
former  years  and  in  so  far  as  no  complaints  regarding  poor  keeping 
quality,  etc.,  were  received,  the  conditions  under  which  the  various 
designated  milks  were  stored  and  sold  can  be  said  to  have  been,  generally, 
satisfactory. 


(v)  Milk  Bars 

Rather  surprisingly,  having  regard  to  reputed  success  of  milk  bars 
in  other  counties,  no  producer  in  the  area  has  so  far  considered,  officially 
at  least,  a similar  project.  It  may  well  be,  however,  that  this  matter 
will  receive  attention  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 


5.  Milk  Sampling: 

(i)  Chemical  Analysis 

4 formal  and  53  informal  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted 
for  chemical  analysis.  54  samples  were  reported  upon  by  the  Public 
Analyst  as  being  “Genuine.”  The  undemoted  table  contains  more 
specific  details — 
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Sample 

No. 

Formall 

Informal 

Total 

Solids 

% 

Fat 

°/ 

/o 

S.N.F. 

% 

Ash 

% 

Remarks 

X 

Formal 

12  27 

372 

8-55 

0-71 

Genuine 

2 

33 

12-57 

3 58 

8-99 

075 

3 

)) 

1252 

3 77 

875 

073 

4 

)) 

ii  64 

3 03 

8-6i 

071 

5 

Informal 

12  36 

385 

8 52 

0-71 

6 

33 

I2-II 

3-52 

8-51 

071 

7 

33 

12  50 

371 

8-59 

073 

33 

8 

33 

12  00 

3 49 

879 

071 

9 

33 

II-98 

3 46 

8-51 

0-71 

IO 

33 

12  00 

3 32 

8 68 

0-72 

ii 

33 

1218 

3-41 

877 

073 

12 

33 

12 -6o 

358 

9 02 

— 

33 

13 

33 

12  90 

405 

885 

— 

14 

33 

1276 

403 

873 

— 

33 

15 

33 

I2-5I 

371 

8-8o 

— 

16 

33 

I2-87 

3 93 

8-94 

— 

17 

33 

12-54 

3 69 

885 

— 

-'5 

18 

33 

ii-93 

2-90 

9 03 

075 

Non- Genuine 

19 

33 

13-34 

4 32 

9 02 

075 

Genuine 

20 

33 

12 -6o 

367 

8-93 

074 

33 

21 

33 

n-86 

2-98 

8-88 

074 

Non-Genuine 

22 

33 

12-57 

3 56 

901 

075 

Genuine 

23 

33 

1296 

360 

936 

077 

53 

24 

33 

n-88 

3 -20 

8-68 

0-72 

33 

25 

33 

12  02 

335 

867 

072 

33 

26 

33 

1242 

3-57 

885 

073 

33 

27 

33 

12-83 

4-00 

883 

073 

33 

28 

33 

12  02 

3 47 

8-55 

071 

33 

29 

33 

12-45 

3-65 

8-8o 

073 

33 

30 

33 

n-74 

3 06 

8-68 

0-72 

33 

3i 

33 

n-74 

3 02 

8-72 

0-72 

33 

32 

33 

12-36 

3 35 

9 01 

0-75 

33 

33 

33 

12-98 

398 

9 00 

075 

33 

34 

33 

12-63 

3-75 

8-88 

074 

33 

35 

33 

12-37 

331 

9 06 

075 

33 

36 

33 

12  85 

3-80 

9-05 

o-75 

33 

37 

33 

13-36 

414 

9-22 

076 

33 

38 

33 

12-52 

3"6i 

8 91 

074 

33 

39 

33 

12-60 

3-85 

875 

0-73 

33 

40 

33 

12-48 

3 48 

9 00 

075 

33 

41 

33 

12-51 

365 

8-86 

074 

33 

42 

33 

11-14 

210 

904 

0-75 

Non-Genuine 

43 

33 

14-31 

5-16 

915 

076 

Genuine 

44 

33 

12-45 

3 47 

898 

075 

33 

45 

33 

12-38 

375 

863 

072 

33 

46 

33 

11-86 

3 36 

850 

0-70 

33 

47 

33 

12-24 

3 39 

885 

074 

33 

48 

33 

1268 

3-57 

911 

0-76 

33 

49 

33 

12-79 

378 

901 

075 

33 

50 

33 

1266 

353 

913 

076 

33 

51 

33 

12-14 

3-31 

883 

073 

33 

52 

33 

1312 

3-97 

918 

076 

33 

53 

33 

12-64 

3 65 

8-99 

075 

33 

54 

33 

13-28 

450 

878 

073 

33 

55 

33 

1183 

3 05 

878 

073 

33 

56 

33 

12-46 

3 52 

8-94 

0-74 

33 

57 

33 

1247 

3-50 

8-97 

075 

33 

53 


(ii)  Bacteriological  Examination: 

Designated  Milk — Samples  taken  at  Producers’  Premises 

The  Joint  Milk  Officer  is  responsible  for  the  routine  sampling  of 
milk  at  producers’  premises.  In  all,  no  samples  were  taken  of  which 
13  or  n.8%  failed  to  pass  the  statutory  tests  for  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
milk  on  one  or  more  counts. 

The  following  table  includes  more  specific  details — 


Designation 

No.  of  Samples 

No.  of  Producers  with 

Taken 

Failing 

% 

Failing 

One 

Failure 

Two 

Failures 

Three 

Failures 

Four 
or  more 
Failures 

Tuberculin  Tested 

no 

(95) 

13 

(9) 

1 1 -8 
(9’5) 

9 

(10) 

4 

(3) 

1 

(3) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

Average  number  of  samples  taken  per  producer  6.9  (5.6) 

Number  of  producers  having  3 or  more  con- 
secutive failures  — ( — ) 


Note — Figures  in  parentheses  are  those  for  1961. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  table  that  the  percentage  of  sample 
failures  was  slightly  higher  than  for  1961.  Unfortunately,  a number  of 
failures  each  year  appears  to  be  more  or  less  inevitable  and  this  is 
possibly  not  so  surprising  when  one  takes  into  consideration  the  slightly 
higher  summer  temperature  and,  in  some  instances,  a shortage  of  water 
for  cooling  purposes.  In  this  latter  connection  it  is,  however,  of 
interest  to  record  that  the  percentage  of  producers  who  have  installed 
mechanical  coolers  rises  steadily  every  year  and  is  now  quite  high. 

(iii)  Pasteurised  Milk 

Details  of  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  taken  during  the  year  are 
given  in  the  following  table — 

No.  of  No.  of  % of 

samples  taken  samples  failing  samples  failing 
12  Nil  Nil 

Note — This  is  the  fifth  successive  year  during  which  the  pasteurising 
depot  at  Galashiels  had  no  sample  failures. 

(iv)  School  Milk 

12  samples  of  “Pasteurised”  milk  were  taken  from  the  creamery 
supplying  milk  to  the  schools  in  the  county. 

All  samples  compiled  with  the  statutory  requirements  and  this, 
together  with  the  absence  of  complaints,  would  indicate  that  the  “milk- 
in-schools”  scheme  generally  operated  satisfactorily  during  1962. 

(v)  Cartons  sold  from  Vending  Machines 

8 samples  of  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk  were  taken  from  the  vending 
machines  in  the  area.  1 failed  to  comply  with  the  statutory  require- 
ments. 

(vi)  Biological  Testing  of  Milk  for  Myco  Tuberculosis: 

The  above  test  is  no  longer  carried  out  as  a matter  of  routine. 
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6.  Milk  and  Dairies — General: 

(i)  Chemical  Sterilisation  of  Farm  Dairy  Equipment 
Amendments  to  Dairy  Byelaws 

In  July  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  terms  of  Section  8 of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914,  confirmed  a number  of  amendments  to 
the  Council’s  principal  byelaws,  which  permit  of  all  dairy  equipment 
after  first  being  thoroughly  rinsed  with  water  and  washed  with  a warm 
solution  of  a suitable  detergent  being  sterilised  by  steam  or  water  at  a 
temperature  of  not  less  than  i8c°F.  or  by  scalding  with  boiling  water  or 
by  means  of  a solution  containing  a bacterial  agent  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

About  the  same  time  the  Scottish  Home  and  Health  Department 
issued  an  explanatory  memorandum  about  the  principles  and  practice 
of  chemical  sterilisation,  mainly  for  the  information  of  dairymen.  This 
pamphlet,  which  was  prepared  with  the  help  of  the  three  Agricultural 
Colleges,  is  extremely  useful  and  it  is  intended  to  distribute  a copy  to  any 
producers  who  may  contemplate  changing  over  to  this  form  of  sterilisa- 
tion. By  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  not  one  single  producer,  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge,  had  given  up  the  old  and  tried  methods,  prob- 
ably because  they  already  have  the  necessary  equipment  and  so  on  for 
steam  sterilisation. 

Given  perfectly  sound  equipment  there  is  no  good  reason  why 
chemical  sterilisation  should  not  prove  to  be  as  effective  as  steam 
sterilisation.  Even  more  so  than  the  latter  method,  however,  it  is 
absolutely  essential  that  great  attention  should  be  paid  to  detail  and  also 
that  the  sterilant  is  used  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  manufacturers’ 
instructions.  In  other  words,  I would  say  that  the  “margin  of  error” 
is  less  with  chemical  than  with  steam  sterilisation  and  once  trouble 
arises  it  could  be  extremely  difficult  to  deal  with. 

(ii)  Milk  Quality  Payment  Scheme 

The  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board’s  monthly  journal  for  August, 
1962  contained  details  of  the  above  scheme  which,  according  to  the 
Board  “is  not  designed  to  reduce  production  but  it  is  thought  to  be 
sufficiently  stringent  to  discourage  the  production  of  sub-standard  milk. 
Moreover,  the  rewards  for  excellence  or  the  penalties  for  failure  make 
their  impact  on  producers  at  the  earliest  practical  date.” 

The  scheme  is  divided  into  two  parts  (a)  Keeping  Quality,  and  (b) 
Compositional,  and  the  Board  hopes  that  the  first  part  can  be  introduced 
on  1 st  April,  1963,  with  a six  months’  trial  run  to  start  with,  followed  by 
the  price  penalties  on  1st  October,  1963. 

To  ascertain  the  keeping  quality  each  producer’s  milk  sold  through 
the  Board  will  be  tested  four  times  per  month  at  approximately  weekly 
intervals.  The  test  will  be  the  resazurin  test,  modified  to  equate,  as  far 
as  practicable,  the  effects  of  the  various  storage  temperatures  and  de- 
livery times  of  different  milks.  Samples  tested  will  either  pass  or  fail 
according  to  the  agreed  standard  set  for  each  month,  the  Winter  standard 
being  slightly  more  severe  than  the  Summer  standard  at  the  outset. 
Sampling  and  testing  will  be  carried  out  at  the  buyer’s  premises  or,  in 
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some  instances,  group  laboratories.  The  exception  will  be  the  bulk  milk 
tanks,  sampling  of  which,  is,  of  course,  carried  out  on  the  farms. 

Notification  of  failure  in  a weekly  keeping  quality  tests  will  be  sent  to 
the  producers  involved,  thus  giving  timeous  warning  of  possible  price 
penalties  unless  the  quality  of  the  supply  is  improved. 

This  part  of  the  scheme  is  so  designated  that  a producer  who  has 
normally  a good  record  for  keeping  quality  but  who  may  have  an  isolated 
case  of  sub-standard  quality  milk  is  not  penalised. 

Under  the  compositional  quality  part  of  the  scheme  bonuses,  on  a 
graduated  scale,  are  payable  to  producers  whose  milk  has  a total  solids 
percentage  of  12.00%  or  more.  On  the  other  hand,  producers  whose 
milk  has  a total  solids  percentage  of  11.45  or  less  will  have  6d  per  gallon 
deducted. 

(iii)  Bacteriological  Standards  for  Cream 

The  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board,  during  the  year,  launched  a 
massive  advertising  campaign  to  increase  the  sale  of  fresh  cream  in  the 
Board’s  area. 

In  this  connection  it  is  somewhat  surprising  to  learn  that,  whilst  the 
Food  Standards  (Cream)  Order  of  1951  prescribed  standards  for  cream, 
including  sterilised  cream,  double  cream  and  clotted  cream,  there  is  no 
bacteriological  standard  for  this  product.  This  is  an  omission  which,  it 
is  suggested,  could,  with  advantage,  be  made  good  by  appropriate 
legislation. 

ICE  CREAM 

1.  Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948: 

Registration  of  Premises  and  Vehicles 

The  following  table  summarises  the  action  taken  during  the  year  in 
terms  of  the  above  Regulations  and  gives  details  of  the  position  at  31st 
December,  1962 — 

Premises  Vehicles 

Total  number  of  registrations  in  force  at 

31st  December,  1961  6 5 

Number  of  registrations  granted  during 
year  — — 

Number  of  registrations  cancelled  during 

year  — — 

Number  of  registrations  discontinued 

during  year  for  other  reasons  — — 

Total  number  of  registrations  in  force  at 

31st  December,  1962  6 5 

2.  Inspection  of  Premises  and  Vehicles: 

Routine  inspection  of  all  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture, 
storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  and  also  of  ice  cream  vans  were  carried  out 
throughout  the  year  with  the  frequency  of  visits  being  increased  during 
the  summer  months. 

The  general  standard  of  hygiene  was  found  to  be  good,  and  this 
satisfactory  state  of  affairs  is  attributable,  in  part  at  least,  to  the  increased 
supervision  of  the  premises  and  the  frequent  sampling  of  ice  cream. 

56 


3.  Ice  Cream  Sampling: 

(i)  Chemical  Analysis 

Two  samples,  one  fewer  than  last  year,  were  taken  and  submitted  for 
chemical  analysis.  Both  samples  were  reported  upon  by  the  Public 
Analyst  as  “Genuine.” 

The  average  fat  content  was  7.85%  which  compares  with  last  year’s 
figure  of  7.56%. 

(ii)  Bacteriological  Examination 

21  samples,  one  less  than  last  year,  were  taken  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Of  these,  15  or  71.4%  complied  with  the 
presumptive  standard  of  not  more  than  50,000  organisms  per  gram  and 
no  coliform  in  one-hundredth  of  a gram.  Three  of  the  remaining 
samples  failed  the  coliform  test,  one  had  a bacterial  count  in  excess  of 
50,000  and  the  other  two  failed  on  both  counts. 

(iii)  “Swabbing”  of  Ice  Cream  Manufacturing  Equipment 

At  the  beginning  of  the  ice-cream  making  season  it  was  decided  to 
swab  the  different  parts  of  the  ice  cream  manufacturing  equipment 
installed  at  each  of  the  5 manufacturing  premises  in  the  County.  Four 
premises  only,  however,  were  swabbed,  the  fifth  being  temporarily  out 
of  production  during  change  of  ownership. 


Result 

Premises 

No. 

Taken  from 

Bacteria  at 
37°C. 

B.  Coli 

1 

Pasteuriser  

40 

— 

Agitator  ..... 

0 

— 

Pasteuriser  outlet 

40 

— 

Can 

0 

— 

2 

Pasteuriser  

13 

+ +- 

Polythene  pipe 

37 

— 

Pasteuriser  outlet 

2 

— 

Homogeniser  

25 

— 

Cooler 

12 

— 

Pasteuriser  

5 

— 

3 

Pasteuriser 

8 



Outlet  orifice 

1 

— 

Outlet  valve  

11 

— 

Polythene  pipe 

2 

— 

Cooler  

3 

— 

Freezer  

1 

— 

4 

Pasteuriser  

0 



Cooler  . . . 

75 

— 

Agitator  

1 

— 

Outlet  valve 

Uncountable 

— 

Homogeniser 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream  pipe 

0 

— 

Can 

1 

— 

Outlet  valve  

(Sample  broken  in  transit) 

— 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 


1.  Meat  Inspection: 

Once  again  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  100%  inspection  of 
all  carcases  and  offals  sent  out  from  Galashiels  slaughterhouse  for 
human  consumption  was  attained.  This  involved  the  inspection  in  a 
certain  amount  of  work  outwith  the  normal  working  week. 

2.  Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered: 

The  undernoted  table  gives  details  of  the  different  classes  of  animals 
slaughtered  at  Galashiels  during  1962.  The  weights  of  condemned 
meat  and  offal  are  also  given,  as  are  the  principal  diseases  causing  the 
condemnations. 


Classes 

Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
Meat  and 
Offals 

Passed 

Seized 

Wholly 

Seized 

Partially 

Cattle  

1622 

2 

7 

(1603) 

(4) 

(13) 

Sheep  

7163 

81 

25 

(7279) 

(99) 

(27) 

9.370 

Pigs  

680 

1 

8 

(714) 

(1) 

(18) 

Calves  

52 

3 

2 

(23) 

(x) 

(-) 

Totals 

9517 

87 

42 

9,37° 

Note — Figures  in  parentheses  are  those  for  1961. 


Principal  Diseases  Causing  Condemnation 


Abscesses 

Actinobacillosis 

Actinomycosis 

Arthritis 

Ascaris  Lumbricoides 

Bruising 

Cirrhosis 

Distomatosis 

Emaciation 

Fibroma 


Oedema 

Pericarditis 

Pleurisy 

Pneumonia 

Pyaemia 

Septicaemia 

Toxaemia 

Traumatic  Injury 

Tuberculosis 

Uraemia 


3.  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954: 

No  applications  for  registration  of  slaughterhouse  premises  in  terms  of 
the  above  Act  were  received. 
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4-  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Scotland)  Acts,  1928-54: 

Applications  for  Slaughterers’  Licences 

No  applications  for  licences  were  received. 

5.  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1950: 

The  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957 

There  are  no  licensed  premises  in  the  county  in  which  food  is  prepared 
for  consumption  by  pigs. 

6.  Anthrax  Order,  1938: 

Although  a number  of  reported  cases  were  investigated  by  the 
Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  none 
were  subsequently  confirmed. 


PART  V— ENVIRONMENTAL  SANITATION 

I.  Infectious  Diseases: 

No  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported  for  investigation. 


2.  Common  Lodging  Houses: 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  landward  area  of  the 
county. 

3.  Burial  Grounds: 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the  churchyards  in  the  landward  area 
were  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

4.  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897: 

Offensive  Trades 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  landward  area  of  the  county. 

5.  Nuisances: 

Inevitably,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  a number  of  nuisance  conditions 
were  reported  for  attention. 

Mostly  of  a minor  nature,  their  abatement,  nevertheless,  took  up  a 
good  deal  of  time. 

6.  Noise  Abatement  Act,  i960: 

No  nuisances  in  terms  of  the  above  Act  were  reported  during  the  year. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949: 

This,  in  my  opinion,  is  a most  important  service  which  does  not 
always  get  the  publicity  of  the  more  glamorous  services  for  which  local 
authorities  are  responsible. 

The  full-time  rat  catcher  was  fully  employed  throughout  the  year  on 
surveying  properties  and  dealing  with  infestations,  and  the  fact  that  no 
complaints  were  received  following  his  visits  is,  I suggest,  indicative  of 
his  general  efficiency. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  statement  which  the  local  authority  is 
required  to  forward  annually  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for 
Scotland — 

1.  Staff  employed  in  carrying  out  Local  Authority  functions 

under  the  Act: 

(a)  Administrative:  The  County  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been 

responsible  for  administering  the  service  and 
for  supervising  the  work  of  the  operative  since 
1 6th  May,  1957. 

(b)  Survey:  Regular  surveys  are  carried  out  by  the  rat 

catcher,  who  calls  upon  a member  of  the 
County  Sanitary  Inspector’s  staff  for  assistance 
when  necessary. 

(c)  Operational:  One. 

2.  Measures  taken  for  the  Discovery,  Prevention  and  Control  of 

Rats  and  Mice: 

Routine  inspections  of  food  premises  are  carried  out  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1959,  and  particular  attention  is  paid  to 
ascertain  whether  premises  are  infested,  ratproofed,  etc. 

Regular  surveys  of  farms  are  carried  out  and  infestations  reported  to 
the  farmers  concerned.  The  services  of  the  county  rat  catcher  are 
available  to  those  desirous  of  the  Council’s  eradication  service. 

In  all  cases  advice  is  given  regarding  the  methods  of  control  of  rats  and 
mice. 

3.  Measures  taken  regarding  properties  specially  liable  to 

infestation: 

Special  attention  is  given  to  refuse  depots,  slaughterhouses  and  other 
premises  which  are  known  to  attract  rats. 

4.  Action  (if  any)  taken  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  (Application  to  Shipping)  Order,  1951: 

Nil. 

5.  General: 

Nil. 
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Type  of  Properties 

Local 

Authority 

Properties 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Business 

or 

Industrial 

Premises 

Agricul- 

tural 

Properties 

Total 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  by  the  L.A. 
during  1962 
(a)  As  a result  of 
notification 

I 

2 

2 

4 

9 

(b)  Otherwise 

— 

— 

149 

17 

166 

Total 

1 

2 

151 

21 

175 

Number  of  above 
properties  found  to 
be  infested  by  rats  or 
mice 

1 

2 

2 

10 

15 

Number  of  above 
infested  properties 
satisfactorily  cleared 
(a)  By  the  L.A 

1 

2 

1 

3 

7 

(b)  Otherwise 

— 

— • 

1 

7 

8 

Total 

1 

2 

2 

10 

15 

Number  of  Notices 
served  under  Section 
4 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Works 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken  by  L.A. 
following  issue  of 
Notice  under  Section 
4 

Number  of  Notices 
issued  under  Section 
6 (2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

PART  VI— ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956: 

One  of  the  undoubted  advantages  of  living  in  a rural  area  is  that  one 
does  not  have  to  suffer  emissions  of  smoke  from  factories  and  the  like, 
and  it  is  pleasurable  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  implementation  of  the 
above  Act  did  not  involve  the  staff  in  any  amount  of  work. 
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PART  VII 


Factories  and  Workshops: 

Factories  Act,  1961 

The  above  Act,  which  consolidates  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959 
came  into  operation  on  1st  April. 

Fart  I of  the  Act  deals  with  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature, 
ventilation,  lighting,  the  drainage  of  floors  and  the  provision  of  suitable 
and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences  in  non-mechanical  factories,  and,  as 
regards  premises  in  the  landward  area,  other  than  premises  occupied  or 
used  by  British  Railways,  these  provisions  are  enforceable  by  the  County 
Council. 


Administration  of  Act: 

Every  County  Council  is  required  to  keep  a register  of  all  factories 
in  their  area  and  a report  on  the  administration  of  the  Act  must  be 
furnished  annually  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  report  submitted  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1962 — 


Part  I 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors): 


No. 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (x)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

9 

9 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (including 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total 

9 

9 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


Particulars 

No.  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness — S.i 

1 

X 

— 

Overcrowding — S.2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature — S-3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation — S.4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors — S.6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separated  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  relating 

to  Outwork)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

PART  VIII— OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  out-workers 
in  Aug.  list  required 
by  Section  no  (1)  (c) 

No.  of  cases  of 
default  in  sending 
lists  to  the  Council 

No.  of  prosecutions 
for  failure  to  supply 
lists 

No.  of  instances  of 
work  in  unwhole- 
some premises 

Notices  served 

Prosecutions 

Wearing  Apparel — 

Making,  etc 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cleaning  and  washing 

““ 

' 

1 

Shops  Act,  1950 

Members  of  the  staff  are  appointed  inspectors  under  the  above  Act 
and  the  opportunity  was  taken,  when  carrying  out  inspections  of  the 
various  food  premises  in  the  landward  area,  to  ensure  that  the  provisions 
of  Section  38  of  the  Act  which  relate  to  sanitary  and  other  arrangements 
in  shops  were  being  complied  with. 

No  certificates  exempting  shopkeepers  from  providing  suitable  and 
sufficient  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing  facilities  for  members  of 
their  staff  have  so  far  been  granted. 
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PART  IX— MISCELLANEOUS 


i.  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926: 

The  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Regulations,  i960 

No  formal  samples  of  fertilisers  or  feeding  stuffs  were  taken  on 
request.  The  undernoted  informal  samples  of  fertilisers  were,  however. 


procured — 

Superphosphates  1 

Muriate  of  Potash  1 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  1 


These  samples  were  all  found,  on  analysis,  to  comply  with  the  statutory 
requirements. 

2.  The  Agricultural  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act, 

1956: 

The  policy,  first  initiated  a year  or  two  ago,  of  asking  for  adequate 
W.C.  accommodation  and  wash-hand  basins  to  be  provided  when 
major  agricultural  projects  are  approved,  was  continued. 

Unfortunately,  however,  other  duties  did  not  permit  of  routine 
inspections  of  existing  agricultural  units  being  carried  out. 
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